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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
UK set for bumper summer of outdoor arts events for all to enjoy
City centres, towns, parks and rural locations all over the UK are set to be transformed with a bumper summer season of outdoor arts, giving people of all ages the opportunity to see high-quality, inspiring and entertaining performances by international and home-grown artists – mostly for free.  

Julian Rudd from ISAN (Independent Street Arts Network), which represents producers and artists working in the outdoor arts sector, said: ‘This summer, outdoor arts events will be transforming our city centres, parks and outdoor spaces, including some of the country’s most stunning and unusual locations.  Best of all, because most outdoor arts events are free and family-friendly, many thousands of people can enjoy the huge range on offer – from large-scale spectaculars to more intimate shows –whatever the state of the economy.’
ISAN represents producers, presenters, promoters and artists working in outdoor arts from the UK and Ireland.  ISAN develops outdoor arts through networking, lobbying, information sharing and training – as well as promoting good practice. 
To follow: month by month listings of outdoor arts events in the UK and Ireland from May to September 2010.  All events are FREE unless stated.  

/ENDS

MEDIA ENQUIRIES

1. About ISAN.  For information about outdoor arts in the UK – including image requests or to arrange interviews with ISAN representatives – please contact Emma Johnston at emmajohnston_pr@yahoo.co.uk or 07813 842133.  
2. About individual events.  For information about specific events, please contact the relevant press contact as listed in entry.

MAY
NORWICH AND NORFOLK FESTIVAL
Friday 7 – Saturday 22 May (various times)

Norwich and Norfolk (various locations)
International arts festival featuring more than 350 events in 16 days, including music, the biggest ever dance programme, theatre, circus, children’s events, visual arts and outdoor spectaculars.  Highlights include world premiere of Electric Hotel (8 May); launch event, Les Vernisseurs (7 May); finale of NoFit State Circus’ Parklife (13 May); and Festival Garden Party featuring The Bench by Ant Hampton (Rotozaza) and Glen Neath, in which two audience members respond to instructions given via headphones.  Norwich is bidding to be UK City of Culture in 2013.  Some events ticketed.  

Website: www.nnf10.org.uk Public info: 01603 877750

Press info: Daisy Turvill-Petre, 01603 877750
NEWBURY EVENTS PRESENTS TRANSE EXPRESS

Sunday 23 May, 1pm

Market Place, Newbury, Berkshire
Newbury’s latest outdoor arts event is a performance by internationally-acclaimed French street theatre company Transe Express, who career through the audience like mad toys, before being lifted high above the crowd to form a giant children’s mobile.  It’s the latest event in an ambitious programme, and follows the success of performance by French theatre company Quidams, which attracted 3000 people in December.

Website: www.newburyevents.co.uk
Press info: Emma Johnston, emmajohnston_pr@yahoo.co.uk, 07813 842133
LAKES ALIVE – WHITEHAVEN

Saturday 29 May (9pm) – Sunday 30 May (1-6pm and 9-11pm)

Whitehaven Harbour, Cumbria

Exciting new outdoor festival in the beautiful surroundings of Whitehaven Harbour, which gets underway with world premiere of Spanish company Sarruga show on Saturday night - a spectacular procession of giant sea creatures.  On Sunday, expect a full day of the finest street theatre including world premiere of Adrift, a musical show from Cumbrian artist Dan Fox.  The festival closes with another chance to see the Sarruga show.

Website: www.lakesalive.org.uk/events/lakes-alive-whitehaven Public info: 01539 720252
Press info: Paul Gardner, 01524 782086, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk
NATIONAL STREET PERFORMERS COMPETITION
29 May, 26 June, 31 July, 28 August, 24 September (final)
The Hub, Milton Keynes (12-4pm)

Keeping street theatre alive, the competition returns to Milton Keynes following last year’s inaugural event.  Heats take place each month, culminating in the final on Saturday 24 September.  Featuring street artists from UK and Europe, the event is hosted at the Hub, a unique live performance space within the vibrant city of Milton Keynes.
Website: www.thehub-miltonkeynes.com
Press info: Carolyn@jardine-michelson.com
JUNE

WE BUILT THIS CITY

Thursday 3 – Saturday 5 June, 10.30am – 1pm; 2.30-5pm

Carlisle City Centre

A public construction extravaganza from Polygot Theatre (Australia) where children and families get to build a magnificent city of dreams from thousands of cardboard boxes.  At the end of the day, the construction will be knocked down into a heap of recyclable cardboard rubbish.  A Lakes Alive event.  
Website: www.lakesalive.org/events/we-built-this-city-carlisle Public info: 01539 720252
Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk 01524 782086

ZIRCUS PLUS
Saturday 5 – Sunday 6 June

Barrow in Furness, Cumbria
Barrow's International Circus Festival, Zircus Plus, returns and spreads its wings beyond beautiful Barrow Park into the town centre.  Featuring some of the best and most exciting international and home-grown contemporary circus acts – including Re-Flex, a three-dimensional aerial dance show where dancers float and cut through the air, created by Gravity and Levity and The Dream Machine, and the first time Gravity and Levity have taken their work to outdoor arena.  A Lakes Alive event.
Website: http://www.lakesalive.org/events/zircus-plus-barrow/ Public info: 01539 720252
Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk 01524 782086

FUSE MEDWAY FESTIVAL
Saturday 12 – Saturday 26 June (various times)
Medway (various locations)

Medway’s streets and open spaces will be filled with some of the world’s most exciting, innovative and inspiring artists.  Highlights include the spectacular finale combining aerial performance and pyrotechnics on LV21, a 40m floating lighthouse which is being transformed into a cultural facility for Medway’s creative communities, created by Scarabeus and World Famous.  Other special commissions include performance by Periplum and Imagination our Nation puppet.
Website: www.fusefestival.org.uk Public info: 01634 338319

Press info: Lisa Caleno, 01634 338308

PARADISE GARDENS

Saturday 19 – Sunday 20 June (12-10pm)
Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets, London E3
A family-friendly, multi artform festival that transforms Victoria Park into a 21st century pleasure garden.  Outdoor arts highlights include London premiere of Footsbarn Theatre production of Sorry, featuring Cirque Werdyn and the UK premiere of 'Gloves On' presented by Ragroof and developed with the boxing clubs in East London, which is set in a full size boxing ring.  Other artists include acclaimed company Bootworks: Little Box of Horrors and Une Boite Andalouse, shows which give one audience member an intimate performance that is simultaneously watched by many.  The finale show is Wishful, a waterborne extravaganza of fountains of light and fire, created by Emergency Exit Arts.  All this plus a live music stage with Barbican programming, Heart and Soul’s Beautiful Octopus Club, Victorian village fete and the beautiful Carters steam fair.  Some performances ticketed.
Website: www.paradisegardensfestival.org.uk
Press info: Emma Johnston, emmajohnston_pr@yahoo.co.uk, 07813 842133
MANCHESTER DAY PARADE
Sunday 20 June 
Manchester

The first Manchester Day Parade will involve hundreds of individuals and community groups from the city who will create a visually stunning mass of colour.  Artists and participants will take part in community workshops and create the floats leading up to the procession.  Created by Manchester People, produced by Walk the Plank, commissioned by Manchester City Council. 
Website: www.themanchesterdayparade.co.uk
Press info: Claire Donnelly, c.donnelly@manchester.gov.uk, 0161 234 1010; Tor Emms, 0161 736 8964, marketing@walkthplank.co.uk 
CITY OF LONDON FESTIVAL

Monday 21 June – Friday 9 July (various days and times) 

City of London, EC4 (various locations)

The City of London Festival brings world-class performances to the city including an exciting outdoor arts programme.  Highlights include the outdoor premiere of Okham’s Razor The Mill (1 July, 5.30pm and 2 July, 1pm and 5.30pm, Paternoster Square), which features dramatic, daring and engaging aerial theatre high above Paternoster Square by one of the country’s most exciting young companies.  Site-specific dance highlights include the premiere of Moment and Monument (5 and 7 July, 12.30pm and 6pm, Royal Exchange Building), choreographed by Mestre Ponciano Almeida, which fuses Brazil’s famous capoeria danceform and contemporary dance with the help of 25 dancers from Laban and Central School of Ballet, who the audience follow as the piece evolves in scale from one location to the next.  Also Gleam Team (6 July and 8 July, 1.15pm and 7pm, St Paul’s Cathedral) a site-specific dance on the steps of St Pauls featuring StopGap, an integrated professional contemporary dance company made up of dancers with and without disabilities.  

Website: www.colf.org Public info: 020 7583 3585

Press info: Emily Caket, 020 7583 3585, emily.caket@colf.org
GREENWICH + DOCKLANDS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

Thursday 24 June – Sunday 4 July (various times)

Greenwich, Millwall Outer Dock, Canary Wharf, Stratford, Woolwich

The thematic focus is ‘Earth’ with performances that encourage audiences to think about the environment in new ways. Highlights include UK premiere of The Garden by Graeae Theatre Company, commissioned by Unlimited and GDIF; UK premiere of Oxymer, a water-based spectacle from Ilotopie exploring climate change themes; London premiere of Third Ring Out, a new commission from Metis arts, which combines an emergency planning rehearsal, a video game and a disaster movie; and the opening night spectacle Gravity, which will transform Queen’s House into a giant Wendy House. Plus an outdoor dance programme that features an opening night spectacle choreographed by Toni Mira; Sufi:Zen by south asian dance company Akademi with environmental art installations from Red Earth; Dancing City, part of the Canary Wharf dance programme; and Bolero Remixed a large-scale dance and music spectacle on the roof of multi-storey car park overlooking the Olympic Park.  The festival launch on 20-21 May features UK premiere of Strange Fruit’s Ringing the Changes.  Some events ticketed.  
Website: www.festival.org
Press info: Sharon Kean, Sharon@keanlanyon.com
JULY
WINCHESTER HAT FAIR

Thursday 1 – Sunday 4 July (various times)

Winchester City Centre
Britain’s longest running festival of street theatre and outdoor arts features innovative and beautiful outdoor performances in the heart of Winchester.  Four fun-filled days jam-packed with hundreds of breathtaking performances from over 45 national and international companies.
Website: www.hatfair.co.uk
Press info: 01962 849841
MOUTH OF THE TYNE FESTIVAL

Saturday 10 (12-11pm) – Sunday 11 July (12-7pm)
Tynemouth and South Shields

Unique two-day event, which takes place on both sides of the Tyne and promises to be the most culturally diverse arts event in the North of England.  Highlights include world premiere of The Wedding Party, a ground-breaking collaboration by leading British and French Bollywood companies, Nutkhut and Korbo; and music programme in the grounds of Tynemouth Priory, overlooking the Tyne and the North Sea; and performances by Rajisthani Folk Musicians, Srishti, Avant Garde and Bombay Baja.  Celebrating the International Year of the Seafarer exploring the area’s maritime links and the oldest settled Muslim community in the UK (Yemini).
STREET ARTS IN NEW STREET SQUARE

13 July, 20 July, 27 July (12-7pm)

New Street Square, London EC4

Street arts bring the City of London to life on three consecutive Tuesdays, entertaining city workers and visitors.  On 13 July, The Nu Urban Gardeners invite members of the public to create their own miniature allotments.  On 20 July, artist-in-action Jon Hicks creates upside-down, revolving 6-foot tall paintings of inconically famous executed in time to music.  On 27 July, Mimbre perform their critically acclaimed show Until Now. 
Website: www.colf.org Public info: 020 7583 3585

Press info: Emily Caket, 020 7583 3585, emily.caket@colf.org
ON THE WATERFRONT
Friday 16 – Sunday 18 July and Friday 6 – Sunday 8 August (various times)
Liverpool

Culture Liverpool and Walk The Plank have joined forces again to present On The Waterfront, a programme of free live events featuring world-class dance, quirky street theatre, a mass tea dance and a specially commissioned Picasso-inspired installation, A Wave To Picasso, created by  Walk the Plank’s artists and pyrotechnicians.  Crazy canoeists and dancing dinghies will weave through fire and fireworks in Liverpool’s Salthouse Dock as colour, sound and special effects animate the water of historic Albert Docks.  

Website: www.liverpoolonthewaterfront.co.uk 

Press info: Chantal Barton, 07814 557487, Chantal@signaturecollective.com
FULL CIRCLE (THE WORLD FAMOUS) AT MILTON KEYNES INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
Friday 16 July (9.30pm)
Campbell Park, Milton Keynes

The first ever Milton Keynes International Festival opens with chance to see Full Circle, which uses live music, fire, pyrotechnics and special effects to tell a story of change that takes the audience through the seasons.  Created in collaboration with eclectic Slovenian musicians, Terrafolk, and sound artists, aswarm, Full Circle is a visually stunning atmospheric show.

Website: www.ifmiltonkeynes.org Public info: 01908 280800
Press info: 01908 280810
GLASGOW’S MERCHANT CITY FESTIVAL

Thursday 22 – Sunday 25 July (various times)

Glasgow (various locations)

Glasgow’s Merchant City Festival is one of the city’s liveliest weekends, offering something for everyone – top class street theatre artists from across the UK and Europe; an eclectic music programme; plus comedy, films, literature and dance.  

Website: www.merchantcityfestival.com
Press info: 0141 552 6027, press@merchantcityfestival.com
TITANIC

Friday 23 – Saturday 24 July (9pm)

Carlisle Castle, Cumbria

Large-scale theatrical performance in grounds of Carlisle Castle, inspired by the legendary sinking of the Titanic.  Theatre Titanick (Germany) create an apocalyptic inferno with live music, pyrotechnics, fire and water effects.  Ticketed event.  A Lakes Alive event.
Website: www.lakesalive.org Public info: 01539 720252

Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk, 01524 782086

URBAN MOVES
Friday 23 – Monday 25 July (various times)
Manchester

Over 15 dance artists and companies plus panel discussions, networking events and presentations.  Highlights include new commission by Company Chameleon, a major training opportunity for professional dancers, as well as performance from best of UK and international dance companies, including Circodelicia featuring aerial dancers and vertical dance.

Website: www.xtrax.org.uk / www.digm.org
Press info: Deb Ashby, deb@digm.org.uk, 0161 232 7179

THE CABARET OF DR CALIGARI TOUR
Monday 26 July – Friday 6 August (various times)

West Cumbria (various locations)

The popular Made in the Lakes commission of 2009 returns with the Artizani show, The Cabaret of Dr Caligari, which will tour West Cumbria towns to provide an afternoon of cabaret with music, dancing, comedy and spectacle, and audience participation.  A Lakes Alive event.
Website: www.lakesalive.org Public info: 01539 720252

Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk, 01524 782086

INTO THE WOODS
Wednesday 28 July – Friday 30 July (2-7pm)

Various locations

Nature trail with a difference in three woodland areas of Cumbria (Talkin Tarn: 28 July; Whinlatter Forest: 29 July; Grizedale Forest: 30 July).  Events feature strolling performers and static shows to surprise and entertain the whole family.  A Lakes Alive event.
Website: www.lakesalive.org Public info: 01539 720252

Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk, 01524 782086

STOCKTON RIVERSIDE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
Thursday 29 July – Sunday 1 August

Now in its 23rd year, Stockton Riverside International Festival attracts over 150,000 spectators annually.  Boasting 36 companies over 4.5 days including 11 UK premieres and 15 new commissions, highlights include Just Jham International, a solo Bboy competition featuring the world’s best hip-hop dancers, a large music fringe and a carnival event with over 1000 participants.  A founding member in Without Walls (UK)and Meridans (European) street arts festival consortiums.
Website: www.sirf.co.uk Public info: 01642 393939

Press info: Emma Chesworth, emma.chesworth@stockton.gov.uk
SPRAOI FESTIVAL

Friday 30 July – Sunday 1 August (1-10pm)

Waterford City, Ireland

The City of Waterford is transformed for three days as street artists and musicians take over the city centre – including large-scale outdoor arts events and two music stages, plus for night owls, a music trail taking in the city’s pubs.
Website: www.spraoi.com  
Press info: TV Honan, 00 353 51 841808
THE BANQUET
Saturday 31 July (6-10pm)

Cockermouth Town Centre

Part of the re-opening celebrations of the town following the floods, visitors are encouraged to bring a picnic and spend the evening al fresco while being entertained by the finest street performers and musicians.  A Lakes Alive Event.
Website: www.lakesalive.org Public info: 01539 720252

Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk, 01524 782086

BRISTOL HABOUR FESTIVAL

Saturday 31 July – Monday 2 August (various times)
Bristol
Stretching along the floating harbour in Bristol’s historic city centre, the Bristol Harbour Festival attracts over 200,000 people every year.  A mixed cultural programme includes music, circus, dance and street theatre as well as a French market and maritime fun.

Website: www.bristolharbourfestival.co.uk 
Press info: David Pyne, david.pyne@bristol.gov.uk
AUGUST

LAKES ALIVE - PENRITH

Sunday 1 August (1-5.30pm)

Penrith Town Centre, Cumbria
Penrith will be animated like never before with bold and bright performances by the best companies, puppeteers and artists from across the globe – including strolling creatures, comic creations, imaginative marionettes and enchanting shadow puppets.

Website: www.lakesalive.org Public info: 01539 720252

Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk, 01524 782086

LONDON MELA
Sunday 8 August

Gunnersbury Park, Ealing W3
Europe’s largest outdoor Asian festival with something for every generation of every community – including new commissions, international and home-grown talent, music, dance, carnival, food and crafts.  Produced by Ealing Council, the London Mela is reinventing the mela concept.

Website: www.londonmela.org
Press info: Emma Johnston, emmajohnston_pr@yahoo.co.uk, 07813 842133
DEVIZES INTERNATIONAL STREET FESTIVAL
Monday 30 August (10.30am – 9pm)

Devizes town centre, Wiltshire
Now in its 11th year, Devizes International Street Festival transforms the beautiful medieval Market Place for one of the biggest celebrations of street arts and live music in the south west, featuring some of the best street performers from the UK alongside artists from France, Spain, USA and India.  Children’s workshops in mask-making, didgeridoo, crazy bike riding, story-telling and wall-climbing.

Website: www.streetsofdevizes.co.uk Public info: 01380 723099

Press info: Dave Buxton, info@devizescarnival.co.uk
BOMBS PER MINUTE 
Monday 30 August (evening)
Maryport, Cumbria

An explosive performance from Commandos Percu (France), experts in percussion and pyrotechnics.  Expect an extravaganza of sound, light and fire.  A Lakes Alive event.
Website: www.lakesalive.org Public info: 01539 720252

Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk, 01524 782086

SEPTEMBER

MINTFEST
Thursday 2 – Sunday 5 September (various times)
Kendal (various locations)

Every corner of Kendal bursts into life with an array of performances from international and home-grown talent.  From dramatic to the downright daft, powerful to playful, spectacular to silly, the jam-packed weekend promises live, unpredictable fun.  Event acts as a major showcase of new work from over 60 UK and international artists including Akademi, Motionhouse, Tuig, Dan Fox, Luc Amoros and more.  Some events ticketed.  A Lakes Alive event.
Website: www.lakesalive.org Public info: 01539 720252

Press info: Paul Gardner, paul@ospreycommunications.co.uk, 01524 782086

ARTS FRESCO STREET THEATRE
Sunday 12 September (11am – 4pm)
Market Harborough

Acts perform on streets and squares of Market Harborough at the only street theatre event in East Midlands – an event that grows in popularity every year.
Website: www.artsfresco.com
Press info: Hazel Cook, info@artsfresco.com
INSIDE OUT DORSET
Friday 10 – Sunday 19 September (various times)

Bournemouth, Poole, Worth Matravers, Dorchester

Inside Out Dorset features extraordinary events in extraordinary places.  Festival launches in Bournemouth with the premiere of KMA commission, a new large-scale light and sound installation that creates the world’s first ever ballet designed, choreographed and composed entirely for pedestrian performers.  On 16 and 17 September, audiences will be invited to Worth Matravers – one of the Jurassic Coast’s most remarkable locations – for an atmospheric evening performance that brings together the incredible accordion playing of Kimmo Pohjonen (Finland) with the curious and intricate animations of Paper Cinema.  In Dorchester, after a week-long residency, NoFit State Circus present the Parklife finale show on 19 September.  And on 18 September, Poole Quay will be transformed by Quidams processional spectacle Le Reve D’Herbert.  The last Inside Out multi-event festival in 2007 attracted over 30,000 people.  A Dorset Theatre Promoters’ Consortium initiative.

Website: www.insideoutdorset.co.uk
Press info: Emma Johnston, emmajohnston_pr@yahoo.co.uk, 07813 842133
OUT THERE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF STREET ARTS AND CIRCUS

Saturday 18 – Sunday 19 September (12 noon)

St George’s Park, Great Yarmouth
Alive with circus and street arts, Out There forms part of ZEPA (Zone Europeenne de Projets Artistiques), an Anglo-French collaboration of street arts festivals and producers.  With an ‘out there’ attitude, the festival celebrates the weird and the wacky.  Highlights include Générik Vapeur’s Bivouac, a highly visual hour-long anarchic street parade with pyrotechnics, heavy metal and 20 people painted blue from head to toe – plus a visit from Urban Playground.

Website: www.outtherefestival.com Public info: 01493 846550
Press info: Darren Cross, darrencross@hotmail.com, 07766 825888

DERBY FESTÉ
Friday 24 – Sunday 26 September (various times)

Derby City, East Midlands

Inspired by the theme ‘colour and light’, the festival opens with artist Collective Sleeper creating mindblowing architectural mapping projections on historic city landmark and a street party disco.  Other highlights include Re-flex by Gravity and Levity, its first work in outdoor arena, a highly inventive aerial dance show created in collaboration with Dream Machine.  Audiences can also expect to be wowed by ultraviolet and fluorescent sculptures by Lola Muance (France) and Architects of Air’s luminarium.  

Website: www.derbyfeste.com
BRISTOL DO

Saturday 25 – Sunday 26 September (all day)

Bristol

Bristol’s two-day extravaganza of strolling oddities, circus, dance and performance all set in St Pauls area of Bristol.  Free and family-friendly.
Website: www.thebristoldo.com
Press info: Claire Teasdale, Claire.teasdale@bristol.gov.uk
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